


What is SANCCOB? 
 The Southern African Foundation for the conservation of Coastal Birds. 

 Since our founding SANCCOB has treated nearly 100 000 marine birds. 

 SANCCOB is one of the oldest non-profit, non-government organisations in 
South Africa. 

 

 

 



SANCCOB’s humble beginnings… 
 In 1968 a remarkable woman named Althea 

Louise Burman Westphal set up a temporary 
wash station at her home in Claremont to 
treat oiled penguins.  

 The Esso Essen spill was the first of the major 
recognised spills and Althea began 
rehabilitating 60 badly oiled penguins. In 
those days, the birds were scrubbed with 
Sunlight soap, three at a time in Althea’s 
bathroom and rinsed with a hose. She fed 
them long strips of hake, which had been 
dipped in cooking oil. The birds were given a 
50/50 chance of survival. 





SANCCOB’s primary functions 
 Seabird rehabilitation centre 

 Oil spill specialist 

 Environmental education 

 Research 

 Training/volunteering 



The state of seabird populations 
 SANCCOB admits on an average 2000 - 2500 marine birds between our two 

centres (In a non-crisis year). 

 We receive on average 24-28 species of marine bird every year including: 
Several Species of terns, gull, cormorants, pelicans, penguins, albatross, 
shear waters, oyster catchers etc. 

 We possess an average 80-85% success rate in regards rehabilitation and 
release when it comes to our African Penguin. 

 



African penguins declining 
 From a Population of over 2 million breeding penguins 90 years ago, down 

to less than 20 000 breeding pairs today. (98% decline in their population) 

 Contributing factors for their decline historically include: 



Rehabilitation 
 

 2019 saw 2,076 
seabirds 
admitted to 
Cape Town and 
Port Elizabeth 
centres 
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Total release rate 78% 

African Penguin Admissions 2019  

 546 African penguin chicks 
hand-reared 

 98 oiled penguins  

 437 debilitated penguins  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Western Cape Seabird Hospital 
Between 46 and 115 anaesthetic procedures were done 
each month 



Penguins with 
fractures 



• 1000th egg admitted to SANCCOB Cape 
Town since the opening of the CRU in 2011 

• Over 300 African penguin eggs admitted in 
the first 6 months of 2020 

Hand-reared African Penguin Chicks  



Chick Rearing Unit (CRU) 
 Egg incubation (40 days) 

 

 Chick incubation (8 days) 

 

 Open brooder (100g) 

 

 Rehab crates (500g) 

 

 Nursery (1.3kg) 

 

 Rehab pen 

 

 

 

 



How to classify the age of penguin chicks: 
 P0 - Newly hatched 

chick, eyes closed 
(+- 0 – 6 days old) 

 

 

 P1 – Sooty grey down 
plumage, eyes open 
(+- 6 – 15 days old) 

 

 

 

 P2 - Secondary down 
plumage fully 
developed 
(+-16 – 35 days old) 

 

 

 P3 -  Losing less than 
50% of down plumage 
(+-36 – 45 days old) 

 
 
 
 
 P4 -  Losing more than 

50% of down plumage 
(older than 45 days) 

 
 
 
 
 Blue  - All down 

plumage 
lost, waterproof 
feathers 
are fully grown out 
(+- 3.5 months) 

 



Research 
 Transponder work 
 Disease surveillance 
 GPS tracking in Simon’s 

Town and Stony Point 
 Conferences, 

presentations and 
publications 

 Colony support 
 Government liasion 
 Seabird conservation 

advocacy 
 Conservation support 

 



Oil spill specialist 
 Prepared for oil spills 

MV Chrysanthi S  
Oil Spill in Algoa Bay (2019) 

Rescued wildlife Oiled Mortalities 

African penguins 92 4 

African penguin chicks 17 5 

African penguin eggs 5 5 

Cape gannets 13 3 

Cape cormorants 3 1 

Total (all endangered 
species) 

130 18 (13%) 



Environmental Education 

 13 722 individuals came to our seabird 
hospitals  

 7 463 learners participated in our lessons 
onsite, offsite and online 

 Major highlights of learner engagement: 

 special education needs schools  

 Ukuvula Project  

 National Science Week 

 National Marine Week Expo at NMU 

 

 

 



Volunteering 
 International volunteers 

 Local volunteers 

 Internships 

 AZA (American zoo and aquarium keepers) – October to December 

 Colony support programme – Cape Nature - December 



Local and international volunteers 
 Get hands-on experience working with seabirds  

 6+ weeks programme (international) and long term local 
participants 

 



Internships 
We have three internship opportunities available: 

• Seabird rehabilitation internship (3 or 6 months) 

• Penguin Nursery Internship (3 or 6 months) 

• Chick Rearing internship (6 months) 

 



Vet experience 
 The veterinary experience has been developed to 

expose participants to a career in veterinary 
medicine. One or two week courses available.  

 



How you can help save species  
 Reduce your impact on our natural 

resources like water, food, electricity 
etc. 

 Recycle as much as possible and be 
aware of what is not recyclable. 

 Be careful of what you purchase, 
certain foods are grown/caught more 
sustainable than others. Other 
products use animal testing. 

 Inspire others to change their lifestyle 
and mindsets towards a greener 
future. 

 

 

 



How can you help SANCCOB 
 Book a tour at one of our facilities. 

 Adopt one of SANCCOB's penguin 
patients. 

 Visit our website and peruse our in-
kind donation wishlist. 

 Purchasing merchandise from our 
shop also acts as a donation. 

 Add SANCCOB as a benificiary on your 
MySchool card. 

 Join our membership or add us to your 
will or inheritance. 

 

 



Thank you 
It is only thanks to your 
continued interest and 

support, that our 
organisation has kept 
going until this day 


